Shade matching and communication in conjunction with segmental porcelain buildup.
To the majority of patients, the aesthetic appearance of a restoration is often as important as its biological compatibility and function. While technological advancements have significantly improved the procedures and biomaterials utilized to fabricate ceramic restorations, the definitive result must address these increasing aesthetic expectations. A means of properly matching a crown restoration with the surrounding natural dentition is therefore critical. This article discusses shade communication between the members of the restorative team as well as ceramic layering techniques that can be utilized to achieve enhanced aesthetic results.